
 

Notice Pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute § 24-10-109 
 

El Paso County Commissioner – Via Certified Mail 

Centennial Hall 

200 South Cascade Avenue, Suite 100 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 

 

El Paso County Sheriff – Via Certified Mail 

27 East Vermijo Avenue 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 

 

El Paso County Attorney’s Office – Via Certified Mail  

200 South Cascade Avenue, Suite 150 

Colorado Springs, CO 80903 

 

Wellpath Counsel -- Via email  

sargentc@hallevans.com 

 

 

1. The name and address of the claimant and the name and address of his attorney, if any; 

 

Claimants 

Peggy Johnson, Mother/Next of Kin of Deceased 

99 Casa Grande Drive 

Red Bluff, CA 96080 

 

Keith Johnson, Father/Next of Kin of Deceased 

 7811 Potomac Drive 

 Colorado Springs, CO 80920 

 

  William Johnson (Deceased) – Estate yet to be formed 

Attorney 

 

Kristopher C. Miller 

Special Counsel 

Maher & Maher Law, PC  

12295 Oracle Blvd, Suite 300 

Colorado Springs CO 80921 

Office  (719) 301-7500 

Direct  (719) 466-7381 

Fax      (719) 481-3137 

www.maherandmaherlaw.com 

 

 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/Ee_HCQWmjwUXKplwhPeHCO/


 

 

2. Concise statement of the factual basis of the claim, including the date, time, place, and 

circumstances of the act, omission, or event complained of; 

 

On or about September 27, 2021, William Johnson (36 years old) died while in custody at 

the Criminal Justice Center in El Paso County, Colorado.  While in El Paso County custody and 

care, Mr. Johnson died consequence to jail officials’ failure to administer basic human needs in a 

manner that met their duty of care, and there was also a failure to provide access to the minimum 

standard of medical care.  Mr. Johnson was being held while awaiting conviction consequence to 

a Complaint to Revoke Probation pending in Larimer County Colorado, case number 18T2017.  

He was also serving a sentence related to El Paso County case number 20M3387.  Claimants 

Peggy Johnson and Keith Johnson are pursuing claims borne from wrongful death.  Their 

wrongful death claims derive from injury suffered from the operation of a correctional 

facility/jail.   

Further, in light of the pending revocation, claimants believe that sovereign immunity is 

waived pursuant to CRS §§ 24-10-106(1) and (1.5)(b) as it relates to William Johnson and, 

therefore, the deceased’s estate also has a claim borne from improper operation of a correctional 

facility/jail.   

Before he was in custody, the government was given a battery of required prescription 

medications and methadone that were improperly administered over the course of several weeks.  

Mr. Johnson pled with authorities to honor his medical needs and they were ignored.  From 

August 31, 2021 until the date of his death, Mr. Johnson received under, over, or no dosage on 

no less than 13 days, including several consecutive days immediately preceding his death.  On 

September 27, 2021 at approximately 8 PM, Mr. Johnson was found non-responsive in his cell 

and pronounced dead soon thereafter.     



 

The government, in conjunction with non-government contractor (Wellpath Care), failed 

to honor minimum duties of care owed to Mr. Johnson, and it resulted in his untimely death.  The 

government failed to secure medical professionals capable of meeting minimum standards of 

medical care.  The government failed to provide medical professionals proper access to Mr. 

Johnson such that minimum medical care could be given.  The government failed to act upon 

emergency medical needs when brought to its attention.  The government failed to house Mr. 

Johnson in proper facilities and blocks of the jail, such that medical needs could be addressed.  

The government displayed deliberate indifference to serious medical needs of Mr. Johnson and it 

resulted in unnecessary and wanton infliction of pain and torturous suffering. 

Anecdotally, from March 29, 2021 to September 27, 2021, the criminal justice center is 

reporting nearly one death per month, with individuals identified as follows:  Travis Lowe, Justin 

Ferguson, Wayne Baca, Steven Thorne, William Johnson, with a combined average age of less 

than 40 years old. 

Claimants Peggy Johnson and Keith Johnson have suffered and continue to suffer 

extensive economic and non-economic damages consequence to their son’s death.  This notice 

should in no way be construed to be a limitation on potential actions.  Additional non-

immune/capped actions will pursued under 42 U.S. Code § 1983 and Colorado Revised Statute § 

13-21-131. 

 

3. The name and address of any public employee involved, if known; 

 

Sheriff Bill Elder  

County Sheriff’s Office 

2739 East Las Vegas Street 

80906 Colorado Springs, CO 

719-390-2000 

 



 

4. Concise statement of the nature and the extent of the injury claimed to have been 

suffered; 

 

Economic damages including loss in income and support that would have been received from 

William Johnson if he had survived. Non-economic damages including but not limited to: grief, 

sorrow, and loss of companionship.  It is possible that exemplary damages will be pursued upon 

exchange of disclosures. 

 

5. Statement of the amount of monetary damages that is being requested. 

 

$571,870, plus exemplary damages, and any other relief deemed appropriate under USC § 

1983 or CRS § 13-21-131claims. 

 

 

Respectfully yours,  

 

/s/ Kristopher C. Miller 

 

Special Counsel 

Maher & Maher Law, PC  

12295 Oracle Blvd , Suite 300 

Colorado Springs CO 80921 

Office  (719) 301-7500 

Direct  (719) 466-7381 

Fax      (719) 481-3137 

kris@maherandmaherlaw.com 

 
 


