
Here is some context on CDC's updated mask recommendations: 

As we have throughout the pandemic, we continue to monitor the evolving situation and 

science, using data to drive informed decision making. As of July 26, El Paso County’s incidence is at 

100.1 and our test positivity is 6.28 percent; our local disease transmission rates have recently begun to 

increase after a period of steady decline from May to early July.   

While we do not intend to issue any local mask mandates at this time, we strongly 

encourage our community to take prevention actions and stay informed. Local public health will 

support our business, education and other sectors in implementing prevention measures. We will 

continue to encourage and support prevention measures, in addition to providing technical support and 

guidance.   

We want to take this opportunity to remind our community that vaccination is the most 

powerful tool to protect yourself and your family, increase community-level protection, and end 

this pandemic. We do know that there are a small number of breakthrough cases, but the vaccines 

remain highly effective at reducing severe illness, including hospitalization and death. The vaccines are 

free and widely available in El Paso County, with many convenient locations, hours, and options: 

https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/how-can-i-get-a-vaccine.  

Our effort and focus is on reducing disease transmission in our community, and we 

continue to use all of the prevention measures that are available to us. In addition to vaccinations, 

a layered approach to prevention enhances protective measures such as staying home when you are 

sick, wearing masks, practicing social distancing, and washing your hands frequently. It is the 

combination of all these prevention measures, when practiced together, that provide the highest level 

of protection.   

For those who choose to wear a mask, the CDC has a complete guide on how to properly 

select and wear a mask. Here are some tips:  

• Look for masks that have two or more layers of washable, breathable fabric  

• Mask sure your mask completely covers your nose and mouth  

• Make sure your mask fits snugly against the sides of your face and doesn’t have gaps  

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.elpasocountyhealth.org%2Fhow-can-i-get-a-vaccine.&data=04%7C01%7CSWeeks%40kxrm.com%7C894b4d5766b147f4319b08d9514e34fc%7C9e5488e2e83844f6886cc7608242767e%7C0%7C1%7C637630218618868295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sOVHGP9lxok4JB8%2FmY0mgaYFTDM0n0PwC5pte6q4X7E%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fabout-face-coverings.html&data=04%7C01%7CSWeeks%40kxrm.com%7C894b4d5766b147f4319b08d9514e34fc%7C9e5488e2e83844f6886cc7608242767e%7C0%7C1%7C637630218618868295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pqoojt%2BCnbHiAXmC7LKC4KmrVoNqlG0lEQpBz703NHc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fprevent-getting-sick%2Fabout-face-coverings.html&data=04%7C01%7CSWeeks%40kxrm.com%7C894b4d5766b147f4319b08d9514e34fc%7C9e5488e2e83844f6886cc7608242767e%7C0%7C1%7C637630218618868295%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=pqoojt%2BCnbHiAXmC7LKC4KmrVoNqlG0lEQpBz703NHc%3D&reserved=0


• Be sure to wear a mask correctly and consistently for the best protection. Be sure to wash your 

hands or use hand sanitizer before putting on a mask, and do not touch your mask when 

wearing it  

• Wash your mask whenever it gets dirty or at least daily. If you have a disposable face mask, 

throw it away after wearing it once 

 


