
PUEBLO COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 70 RESPONSE: 
 
District 70 said they have 1, 471 students on an IEP which is data based on December 1 state report.  
The total number of Special Education Teachers is 62. 
  
In general, teachers have worked through several barriers in order to educate students regardless of age 
and ability.  Some students, and even parents, struggled with learning to use the technology in order to 
access classroom instruction and special education services. Teaching students to attend to virtual 
lessons and related services was challenging, but over time through consistent strategies, patience, and 
parent involvement, we have a seen a significant increase in joint attention and on task 
behavior.  Despite the challenges of remote learning, the district has a high number of students who 
have been very successful with this platform, including many students on an IEP, 504 plan or in other 
programs.   Yes, schools and teachers are fulfilling the IEP.  When the school district shifted to full 
remote learning in March 2020, they began to provide students access to remote special education and 
related services. Immediately special education staff started to gather materials and resources students 
would need in order to access their current IEP program at home.  In order to fulfill the IEP, the district 
has provided students with low- and high-tech assistive technology, individualized materials such as 
work boxes, paper pencil tasks, alternate computer programs, a variety of sensory items to use in the 
home setting, as well as group and individual services. The district regularly delivers materials to 
students on an IEP working remotely and meets with parents to train them on the materials being 
provided. During the school day, special education teachers and related service providers are working 
with students in the building as well as those in remote learning.  In addition to individual and group 
sessions, special education teachers and related service providers, provide parents and students with 
additional resources related to IEP goals that can be completed individually or as family throughout the 
week. The district has a few situations in which parents of students on an IEP refused services or 
requested services be suspended during remote learning.  Some deciding factors in these decisions are 
the hardship remote learning has created having multiple children home that also need support with 
remote in the home that need support with remote learning, the amount of screen time a child would 
be on the computer, and also the number of school providers that needs to be incorporated into a 
school day. Even in these situations, related service providers contact parents regularly and continue to 
provide activities for families to complete together throughout the week. Given the circumstances due 
to COVID19, the district is working with families to provide supports and services that individually meet 
the needs of the child and family.  
  
During times when the district is on full remote learning status, students with disabilities have the 
option to receive services within the school building based on their IEP program.  This time is used to 
work on their IEP goals, see related service providers, catch up on missing assignment, remain in a 
predictable routine and connect with other students and familiar staff members.  In addition to in 
person services, teachers and service providers have virtual office hours where student can receive 
additional support 1:1 or in a group, or parents can ask questions about assignments or missing work. 
  
D70 did see a slight increase in failing grades across all grade levels when school began remotely in the 
fall, but most of those issues have resolved themselves as students and teachers became more 
comfortable with the online learning platforms. Now that all students are back in-person, they are 
continuing to track these numbers, specifically to determine if failing grades are a result of issues with 
remote learning due to barriers with computer interactions or something else. When asked about 
absences D70 responded with: The end of the 2020 school year, as well this school year, are unique and 
should not be compared to a typical year when all students would be in school full time.   


