
ACADEMY SCHOOL DISTRICT 20 RESPONSE: 

ASD20 has approximately 2,123 students enrolled in a special education program with 592 staff 

members in the entire district. 

ASD20 wanted to state that they are facing the same challenges as every district across the state and the 

nation to monitor and address potential learning loss. The biggest challenge is the lack of consistent in-

person learning. Consistency is key and ASD20 continue to be challenged by required isolations and 

quarantines for both staff and students.  

ASD20 said they are fulfilling the IEP (Individual Education Program). 

As the first semester progressed, it became clear a larger than typical number of students were not 

performing as well as in previous years – this was evidenced by grades, specifically students receiving 

D/Fs. This trend was happening across the district, meaning students of all backgrounds.   

It’s important to note though, although we did see an increase in D/Fs, we have also had a segment of 

students who have thrived with online/hybrid learning styles. So much so, parents are requesting we 

keep some of those options moving into the future.  

Once we noticed the uptick of failing grade, the district’s school counselors, administrators and teachers 

began implementing programs like: extended office hours, targeted interventions, additional tutoring 

services. The middle/high schools even designated Wednesdays as an “intervention” day so teachers 

could work more closely (one-on-one and in small groups with students who were really struggling). Our 

schools also began offering more in-person instruction for students in special education to better meet 

the needs of all our students. Because we are a site based district, each school runs these programs a bit 

differently, but all schools have developed programs to support struggling students.  

We are also in the process of developing robust summer options to help students catch up and fill 

identified instructional gaps.  We should have more concrete info about our additional summer options 

in the next few weeks. The scale will be MUCH larger than anything we have ever done in the past 

during the summer. 

The goal of all of these supports is to get students back on track and recover credits toward graduation, 

transitioning to the next grade level. We are committed to being creative and flexible, so our students 

do not “falling through the COVID-19 cracks.” 

 


