
 

 

August 11, 2020 

 

Dear WSD3 Families, 

We continue to work closely with the El Paso County Public Health (EPCPH) to monitor the local 
impact of COVID-19 and how the data will influence the reopening of schools in El Paso County 
for the 2020-2021 school year. EPCPH experts have informed us that local infection rates have 
plateaued and hospitalization rates have stabilized. El Paso County has also implemented a 
new testing site on the southeast side of town, which will support data-driven decisions. This 
testing site will be able to test children ages 2 – 10.  A list of local testing sites can be found on 
the EPCPH website. 
 
“Looking at recent COVID-19 trends, locally we have begun to see a stabilization and modest 
decline in cases and hospitalizations. Given this information, along with the recent launch of an 
additional community-based testing site, Public Health supports schools in their efforts to safely 
plan for return to learn,” said Dr. Leon Kelly, deputy medical director of El Paso County Public 
Health. 
 
With this updated information, and in collaboration with EPCPH, we believe we can continue our 
reopening Fall Plans in which PreK-5 students will begin in-person instruction the week of 
August 24 and 6-12 grade students will begin distance learning on August 24.  

As of today, our plans for the start of school are still as follows: 

● First full day of school: August 24, 2020 

o PreK–5th: All students in these grades will return to in-person learning in a 
staggered start the week of Aug. 24-28 with extensive health and safety protocols 
in place including but not limited to hand hygiene, social distancing, wearing 
masks 

o 6th–12th: All students in these grades will start with our distance learning model 

Our goal is to bring students in grades 6-12 back for in-person learning targeting September 15 
to begin with a hybrid learning model. In our hybrid learning model distance learning is provided 
by the teacher(s) on-site from school. On specified days (two days per week or more), students 
will report to school to receive in-person learning from their teacher(s). Mondays will be 
scheduled teacher planning and student workdays. Group A students will attend in-person two 

https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid-19-testing-information
https://www.elpasocountyhealth.org/covid-19-testing-information
https://www.wsd3.org/fall-plans


days a week, while Group B works remotely. Group B students will attend in-person two days a 
week, while Group A works remotely. Daily attendance will be taken for all students either 
engaged remotely or in-person. 

Junior high school and high school leadership will provide more information soon for parents. 
Please understand the in-person start date for grades 6-12 is subject to change based on 
updated data from EPCPH, the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, and 
the Governor’s Office.  

Finally, our ability to start on August 24 and our ability to maintain in-person learning is 100% 
dependent upon our collective actions and decisions. As we prepare to open, I am asking for all 
members of the WSD3 and El Paso County community to do our part to help ensure that 
students can be in school. Please help your students avoid meeting with large groups of friends, 
maintain appropriate social distancing and have them wear a mask in accordance with the state 
mandate – together, as a community, is the only way this will work. Let us rise to this challenge 
together. 

Respectfully,  

Scott Campbell 
Superintendent  

 


