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            March 2, 2020 Officer-Involved Shooting Ruled Justified 
 

                                                                 
The 4th Judicial District Attorney’s Office has completed its review of the Fountain Police 
Department’s Officer-involved shooting that occurred on March 2, 2020, in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado.  Pursuant to Colorado Revised Statute 16-2.5-301, captioned Peace-Officer-Involved 
Shooting Investigations-Protocol, all officer-involved shootings that result in injury or death 
shall be reviewed by a multi-agency team, a Deadly Force Investigation Team.  
  
Colorado Revised Statute 20-1-114 states that the district attorney shall, if no criminal charges 
are filed following the completion of an investigation pursuant to section 16-2.5-301, C.R.S., 
release a report and publicly disclose the report explaining the district attorney’s findings, 
including the basis for the decision not to charge the officer(s) with any criminal conduct.  As 
this is an open and pending case, this will be an abbreviated report.   
 
On Monday, March 2, 2020 shortly before 8:00 AM, a citizen called to report his vehicle stolen 
from the 1800 block of East Bijou Street. The citizen indicated his friend had seen his vehicle, a 
truck and trailer, driving in the area of Wasatch Avenue. As officers were responding for the 
motor vehicle theft report the stolen vehicle information was aired over police radio. A Colorado 
Springs police officer observed the truck and trailer that had been reported stolen driving on 
Uintah Street. As the officer followed the truck and trailer the driver turned from Uintah St. onto 
northbound Mesa Rd. and stopped just past Terrace Street. where a traffic stop was initiated. 
Officers assigned to the B.A.T.T.L.E. Unit (Beat Auto Theft Through Law Enforcement) - a 
multi-agency task force designed to reduce auto theft – responded to the scene of the traffic stop 
to assist in the investigation. Fountain Police Sergeant Stephen Williams was riding with 
Colorado Springs Police Sergeant Brian Cummings in an unmarked SUV as part of the 
B.A.T.T.L.E Unit and arrived at the scene shortly after the truck was stopped.  Colorado Springs 
Police Officer Troy Stinson and trainee Officer Ryan Lamonte also responded in a fully marked 
CSPD cruiser. 
 
The driver of the stolen truck, later identified as 22 year old Tyler Frisch of Colorado Springs, 
was ordered out of the vehicle and as soon as he exited he began running into an adjacent 
residential neighborhood.  As Mr. Frisch ran up a nearby hill, Sergeant Cummings saw 
something in his waistband and, from a closer vantage point, Sergeant Williams could see that he 
was holding a handgun.  As other officers searched for the suspect, Sergeant Williams 
immediately went to a nearby child care facility and ordered it be placed on lockdown.   
  



Officers Stinson and Lamonte drove up Terrace Street and turned onto W. High Point Lane 
where they spotted Mr. Frisch standing in the road at the end of the cul-de-sac, holding a gun to 
his head.  Using their patrol car as cover, both officers drew their weapons and repeatedly yelled 
commands, ordering Mr. Frisch to drop his weapon.  Sergeant Williams and Sergeant Cummings 
arrived within minutes and Sergeant Cummings took control of the scene, ordering Frisch to 
comply and drop his weapon.  From his position, Sergeant Williams could see Frisch holding a 
gun in his left hand at his temple.  Sergeant Cummings, Officers Stinson and Lamonte continued 
to yell commands at Frisch to put the gun down.  Mr. Frisch did not respond nor did he comply 
with any of the officers’ commands, instead he passed the gun back and forth from one hand to 
the other and then fired a shot into the air.  Officer Stinson could see Mr. Frisch pass the gun 
back and forth and then watched as he ejected and then loaded another round, after firing the shot 
into the air.  Because of the close proximity to several homes, Officer Stinson was concerned 
about a potential hostage situation if Mr. Frisch were to escape into a nearby residence.  As 
officers watched, Mr. Frisch put the gun back to his head, then moved it again and raised it 
toward the officers.  As he saw the gun being pointed in the officers’ direction, Sergeant 
Williams fired one shot from his rifle, striking Mr. Frisch in the abdomen.  Mr. Frisch was 
transported to a local hospital, where he continues to be treated today.  When he is discharged, 
he’ll be charged with 1st Degree Assault of a Peace Officer with a Weapon, a Class 3 Felony, 
among other counts.  Please keep in mind, these charges are merely allegations.  As with all 
defendants, Mr. Frisch is presumed innocent unless and until he is found guilty beyond a 
reasonable doubt.   
  
Colorado Revised Statutes 18-1-707 provides that an officer is justified in using deadly force if 
he or she reasonably believes that it is necessary to defend himself or a third person from what he 
reasonably believes to be the imminent use of deadly physical force.  The facts and evidence 
from this investigation show that Fountain Police Sergeant Stephen Williams acted reasonably 
when he fired his weapon, striking Tyler Frisch.  No charges will be filed.   
 


